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It is difficult to imagine the excuses which can be made
for neglecting such a simple provision. For loss than a

shilling a week medical practitioners can make a kind of
insurance of their own lives in favour of their wife and

family ; or, if their position is happily secured against
want, they can have the pleasure of contributing to help
the needy survivors of less fortunate brethren. Probably
few men spend many minutes in contemplating the plight
of their families in the event of their own removal.

The existence of such a Society as this enables those

in the humblest practices to do so with comparative
equanimity. A little self-denial and the thing is done-

provision is made. This is no diflicult and costly life

insurance. It has the virtue and dignity of that kind

of provision. But it is far more easy and kindly in its
conditions, and, as we have said, leaves almost without
excuse any medical man within twenty miles of Charing-
cross who leaves his family to chance after his death.

Annotations.
" Ne quid nimis."

PRELIMINARY MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

THE General Medical Council has bestowed much time
and thought on the preliminary examinations of the medical
student, and during the past three years has added
Mechanics to the former list of compulsory subjects. There
should be but little objection, considering the difficulties
in properly teaching Mechanics in many schools, to this

subject being passed separately, and we think that a student
who has passed in the other subjects might be allowed to
postpone this portion of his preliminary examination, and
be registered even before he had satisfied his examiners as
to his proficiency therein, provided that he was able to do so
when passing his Chemistry and Physics. But considering
the stringency of the existing regulations on this subject,
which is one not regularly taught in the ordinary course
of a school curriculum, it seems altogether out of pro-
portion in modern education that a candidate can pass in
his other subjects separately and present for registration
as many certiticates as there are subjects. Education in
schools of the class from which students usually enter the
medical profession is surely quite adequate for a boy to
pass a by no means difficult examination in Latin, English,
Arithmetic, Algebra, and Euclid, with option as to some one
other language or elementary science. It would be most

advantageous to the student and to the profession if

passing in all these at the same examination were made
obligatory, instead of permission being given for him to take
them seriatim. A correspondent, who evidently is well

acquainted with the details of our preliminary examina-
tions, thinks that a comparison at preliminary examinations
between boy clerks who enter our public offices and aspiring
medical students would not redound to the credit of the
latter in respect of some subjects, such as English, and our
experience agrees with his. Composition and spelling are
much neglected at some of these examinations, and the exa-
miners are much too apt to fall into a groove and require
stereotyped answers, and we are led to think that a more
frequent revision of the standards and a change in the books
set might be advantageously made. The entrance exami-
nations should not be too low, for it is extremely cruel
to allow an ill-educated boy to enter the profession and
permit him to find out, only when it is too late for him to
select another career, that the professional standard is too
high for him to attain. It is mainly owing to this low

standard at preliminary examinations that rejections at

the subsequent examinations are so numerous. The re-

quirements at the professional examinations are now much
more severe than they were formerly, and it is only right,
for the sake of the student, his guardians, and the pro-
fession, that a corresponding advance should be made in
the entrance examination. Education has made such
strides in recent times that a minimum which did good
service years ago is no longer sufficient as a preparation
for entrance to a profession which must keep abreast of
modern scientific knowledge, and which makes daily calls
on the scientific training of its members.

SUDDEN DEATH FROM A MEDIASTiNAL
TUMOUR.

IN the annual report for 1887 of the Sabbatsberg Hospital,
Stockholm, Dr. E. S. Perman details an interesting case of
" H&aelig;morrhage followed by sudden death, due to the burst.
ing of a vascular mediastinal tumour." An unmarried

woman, aged forty-three years, had been in delicate health
for a few years. On the morning of July 3rd, 1887, she
complained of pain in her back. In the afternoon of the
same day, while seated at table, she experienced great pain
along the left side of her neck, and almost immediately a
large tumour formed there. Her respiration at once became
difficult, and there was oppression of the chest. Four hours
afterwards she came to the hospital, and was able to alight
from the cab and walk into the receiving room. Her appear-
ance was markedly cyanotic, and there was oppression of

breathing, with sensation of choking. The respiration was
very rapid&mdash;a condition which did not appear to be altogether
due to compression of the trachea. On the left side of the
neck there was a tumour extending as far as the middle
line, and as large as two fists. On her way to the wards
she faiiite(l, the cyanosis increased, and breathing became
very ditncult. Tracheotomy was immediately performed,
but after the introduction of the tube the patient only
breathed two or three times, and ten minutes after her
arrival at the hospital she was dead. At the necropsy it
was found that the tumour of the neck consisted entirely of
recently extravasated blood of a dark-red colour. This
extravasation extended under the clavicle and the sternum
into the thoracic cavity, as far as the transverse aorta.
The blood measured 200 cubic centimetres, the greater part
of which was outside the thorax. The trachea, &oelig;sophagus
and great vessels of the neck were intact, with the exception
of the tracheotomy wound. The extravasation under the
sternum had so compressed the great veins of the neck that
the jugulars, especially the left one, were distended with
blood, but there was no injury to the coats of the vessels.
There was no change in the great vessels of the thorax. In
the anterior mediastinum, however, between the transverse
aorta and the superior vena cava, there was a tumour, the
upper part of which had burst, and had evidently given rise
to the h&aelig;morrhage. This tumour was as large as a medium-
sized apple, slightly flattened in front and behind, and
appeared to be of the nature of an encephaloid cancer,
of a greyish-red colour in that part where there had
been no haemorrhage. No tumour or abnormality was
found in any of the organs, and there was nothing to note
about the heart or lungs. In the author’s opinion, so
much hfcmorrhage from such a tumour must have been due
to the negative pressure produced in the thorax by each
inspiration sucking the blood from the tumour, each expira-
tion causing this blood to be forced out of the chest into the
neighbouring tissues. The sudden death was probably
caused by pressure on the heart and great vessels, especially
the superior vena cava, as evidenced by the excessive

cyanosis, and not by compression of the trachea and lungs.
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THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S QUARTERLY
RETURNS.

THE Registrar-General reports that the exceptionally
cold, wet, and sunless summer of 1888 was, judged by the
recorded death-rate, unprecedentedly healthy. The annual
death-rate in England and Wales during the three months
ending with September last was so low as 15-0 per 1000 of
the estimated population. This rate was 3’0 below the
mean rate in the corresponding periods of the ten years
1878-87, and was " considerably lower than that recorded
in the third quarter of any year since the commencement
of civil registration in 1837." It is in some respects satis-
factory to be able to note that the whole of the life-saving
implied by the low death-rate cannot be directly referred to
the low temperature and abundant rainfall, which reduced
the usual and mainly infantile summer mortality from
diarrhoea to exceptionally small proportions. It is true
that infant mortality and the death-rate from diarrhoea,
were very far below the average ; but while the death-
rate from all causes was, it appears, far below any
rate previously recorded, lower rates of infant mortality
and lower rates from diarrhoea have been recorded in recent

years. Infant mortality, measured by the proportion of

deaths under one year of age to registered births, was last
quarter 135 per 1000, and 26 below the mean rate in the
corresponding periods of the last ten years; it was, how-
ever, 20 above the rate in the third quarter of 1879, which
was but 115. So with the death-rate from diarrhoea. It
was but 0’90 per 1000, instead of 1’90, the mean rate in
the ten preceding summer quarters; but was higher than
in the corresponding quarter of 1879, when it was so low
as 0.75. Compared with the mean rates that prevailed in
the summer quarters of the ten years 1878-87, the rate among
infants was lower by 16’1 per cent., among children and
adults aged between one and sixty years by 18-8 per cent.,
and among persons aged upwards of sixty years by 3’1
per cent. It is evident, therefore, that the largest
proportional saving of life last quarter occurred among
children above the age most susceptible to fatal diarrhoea,
and among young and middle-aged adults. In con-

nexion with this fact, it may be noted that the death-
rate from zymotic causes, exclusive of diarrhoea, was lower
than in any previous quarter on record. In face of this

satisfactory evidence of sanitary well-being it is not easy
to account for the greater mortality from diarrhoea, and for
the higher rate of infant mortality recorded last quarter
than in the corresponding quarter of 1879, when the mean
temperature was higher than it was last quarter, and when
the death-rate at all ages in England and Wales was 16’3
per 1000, while last quarter it was so low as 15 ’0.

THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SURGEONS’
ASSOCIATION.

THIS Association, which was founded last year to promote
the interests of the divisional surgeons of the Metropolitan
Police, held its second annual dinner at the Criterion on
Wednesday last. The chairman of the dinner was Mr. A.
0. Mackellar, the popular chief surgeon. About seventy
members of the Association were present, and amongst the
guests were Sir Charles Warren, Sir Thomas Crawford,
Mr. J. Gordon Brown, surgeon to the City Police, and
others. After the usual loyal toast, Mr. Mackellar pro-
posed " The United Services," to which Sir Thomas
Crawford replied, making special reference to the ser-

vices of members of the profession in the medical branch
of the army during recent years. Mr. T. Bond, in pro-
posing "The Association," coupled with the name of the
President, acknowledged the debt which the divisional
surgeons owe to him for his uniform kindness, courtesy, and 

consideration. Mr. Mackellar, in reply, traced the origin
of the Association, mentioned the difficulties with which
it had had to contend, and congratulated the members on the
progress made, a large majority of the divisional surgeons
havingjoinedit. Mr. Timothy Holmes proposed The Guests,"
and referred in apt terms to the qualities which had rendered
Sir Charles Warren so conspicuously fitted for the post which
he occupied-qualities which, while they were justly admired
by the good, made him intensely disliked by the bad in the
large area over which he exercised authority. Sir Charles
Warren, who was enthusiastically received, after thanking
the members for their reception, referred to several changes
which had been made, and which it was proposed to make
in the facilities given for carrying on the duties of the
divisional surgeons. He also referred to the statements
which were made in certain papers a few weeks ago as to

alleged differences between himself and the medical service
of the police as represented by the President of the’Associa-
tion, assuring the members that such differences had never
existed excepting in the mind of the anonymous writers.
Mr. Nelson Hardy proposed "The Medical Press, as repre-
sented by THE LANCET and British Medical Journal." Mr.
Battle, who drew attention to the immense material at
the command of members of such an association for the
advancement of medico-legal knowledge, replied for the

former, and Mr. Hart for the latter. Mr. Buckell proposed
" The Chairman," who ably responded. During the evening
songs were given by Dr. Yarrow and Mr. Spurgin, Dr.
Forsyth giving a humorous recitation.

NOVEMBER FOGS.

TRUE to its traditions, the month of November has
commenced with fine samples of damp and fog, and all those
valetudinarians whose means permit have taken, or will
not be long in taking, the hint, and will follow the swallows
to more genial and equable climates. There are certainly
many persons to whom this change of climate is an essential
for health, but it cannot be doubted that very many
expatriate themselves voluntarily and gladly from other
motives. The foremost of these is probably the desire to
escape from the long period of mental depression which
follows in the wake of our dreary London fogs. While some
few suffer from respiratory and circulatory inconvenience,
all are more or less subject to a certain lowering of nerve
energy, the direct result of the hopeless gloom which
from time to time envelops our city. Foreigners talk
as though fogs were of daily occurrence in London,
and regard the absence of sunlight as the immediate
cause of the "splenetic temperament" with which they
credit us. Sunlight is certainly an important factor
in determining the mental state; but when its absence
is fully anticipated, when each day is as dark as its pre-
decessor and was not expected to be otherwise, when, in
short, it is the fulfilment of a natural law, the obscurity
scarcely seems to affect the temperament. Perhaps the
bright light of the past is forgotten, perhaps it is
remembered only as a type of what may be hoped for
at some future date, but at any rate uncomplaining sub-
mission to the natural law is the rule when the darkness
is inevitable. The attitude of cheerful resignation is

equally the accompaniment of steady variations of tempera-
ture. A long succession of cold days and nights in certain
seasons can be easily tolerated, because there is time for

adaptation to the altered circumstances. Extra clothing is
donned, exercise is taken with greater zest, and the cold
season is often greeted as a pleasant alternation. Even the
sudden change of temperature after sunset, which is practi-
cally the rule in many southern health resorts, rouses few
complaints except among those who have not been fore-
warned and forearmed. The ground upon which com-
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plaint against our own climate may be most justly urged
is not the mere existence of damp, cold, or fog, but
the fact that there is so little certainty from day
to day. A brief spell of warm weather intervenes
between cold winds, bright sunshine comes to startle us
just as we were getting accustomed to gloom, and thus
we are constantly the prey of fallacious hopes, which
are doomed to bitter disappointments. Bright days are
hailed with delight, not so much for their own sake
as in the hope that they may be typical of many, and
then comes a denser fog than ever, and the result is depres-
sion and weatherwise cynicism, with grim resolutions to
expect nothing but change. Our " splenetic temperament,"
if it has a real existence, is probably due to the angry con-
viction that fogs are unnatu ral, and therefore not inevitable.

ADDISON’S DISEASE.

ADDITIONAL support is given to the doctrine that the
group of symptoms accompanying Addison’s disease rests
largely upon the involvement of the abdominal sympa-
thetic in the chronic inflammatory process, in an article
by Dr. von Kahlden, of the Pathological Institute,
University of Freiburg. (Virchow’s Archiv, Dd. cxiv.,
Hft. 1). He describes two cases: one in which both

capsules were characteristically degenerated, and the
other in which the right capsule alone contained caseous
masses. In both, it may be remarked, tubercle bacilli
were found in the caseated material. In the first case

the right semilunar ganglion exhibited "pigmented
atrophy" of the ganglion cells, considerable hyaline
degeneration and thickening of the walls of many of
the bloodvessels, small-celled infiltration of the adventitia,
and more or less circumscribed foci of round cells near the

vessels; whilst the nerves entering the ganglion, as well as
the splanchnic nerve, showed no change beyond slight
thickening of the perineurium. In the right ganglion
there was similar pigmented atrophy of cells, and marked
thickening of vessel walls leading to narrowing and even
occlusion; but the hyaline changes and the round-celled
infiltration observed in the left ganglion were not present.
In the second case he observed in the right ganglion (corre-
sponding to the diseased capsule) thickening of the cell

capsules, scattered peripheral h&aelig;morrhages and relies of

previous haemorrhages, occlusion of vessels and thickening
of their walls by connective tissue; and in the left ganglion
a considerable number of recent haemorrhages in the

periphery, and a certain amount of thickening around the
ganglion cells. Although these anatomical clianges suggest
the implication of the ganglia as being an essential feature
of Addison’s disease, Dr. von Kahlden admits that they do
not suffice to attribute to such lesions the cause of the affec-
tion. His paper contains a summary of a large number of
cases in which some lesions of the ganglia have been noted,
and also others where these structures were declared to he
normal; but he thinks a much larger number of carefully
recorded facts are necessary before the suggested conclusion
is reached. He holds that the few cases yet recorded
where the capsules were found to be intact, and where
the ganglia were involved in other pathological pro-
cesses, are too incomplete to be of service in deter-

mining the point; but he does not mention some of
the more recent instances on record of Addison’s disease

apart from the characteristic change in the capsules. It
is curious to note in how few cases the tubercle bacillus has
been detected in the diseased capsules, but the positive
discovery of it by Guttmann, Rauschenbach, Goldenblum,
and now by von Kahlden, must be weighed against
the frequent negative results of the search for it, especially
considering the sparseness of its distribution in these

caseated organs. The association with tubercular disease

in other parts of the body is too frequent to permit
us to ignore the probability of the suprarenal affection

being tubercular. The paper also contains a study
of the pigmentation of the skin characterising Addison’s
disease, in which the author shows that the pigment is
deposited in the deeper layers of the rete and in the outer
zone of epithelium of the hair follicles. He finds the

pigment not formed in the cells themselves, but deposited
in the cutis and transferred thence by leucocytes, one
epithelial cell taking up pigment from several leucocytes.
In all probability the pigment is derived directly from the
blood ; not because of any morbid condition of vessel wall,
or on account of h&aelig;morrhages, for such are not constant,
and when present are obviously secondary. Lastly, he
thinks that a careful observation of the pigmentation of
mucous membranes in future cases may throw further light
on the relation of the pigment to the blood-colouring
matter. 

___

THE VALUE OF VACCINATION.

A LEICESTER GUARDIAN, writing to an evening contem.
porary, dwells with much satisfaction on the immunity
from small-pox enjoyed by Leicester, which has escaped
any special prevalence of this disease since 1872, when 346
persons lost their lives from this cause. During the last
ten years, he says, more than 20,000 persons remained

unvaccinated, and he, argues that, if some eight or ten vae-
cinated hospital nurses or officials can save the 140,000
people in Leicester from the ravages of small-pox, double
that number ought to have saved Sheffield. We have

already pointed out that, for the purpose of estimating the
protection afforded by vaccination, it is necessary to com-
pare the incidence of small-pox upon vaccinated and un-
vaccinated persons respectively living under the same con-
ditions, and that Sheffield diifers from Leicester in one

important particular-viz., that it had in its midst a small-
pox hospital. The effects of small-pox hospitals have come
to be well recognised since Mr. Power studied this subject
in connexion with the Fulham Hospital, and Mr. Ritchie
has shown in the House of Commons that the unvaceinated
in Sheffield suffered out of all proportion to the vaccinated.
Since that time the Sheffield outbreak has been the subject
of detailed investigation by the Local Government Board,
and it may be anticipated that the report on the inquiry
will deal with this question. Before the Leicester guardians
attempt to draw conclusions from the Sheffield epidemic,
they should have all the facts before them, and these will
not be obtainable until the official report is published.

CHILDREN IN THEATRES.

WHATEVER may be said in defence of the employment of
children in theatres, it cannot be denied that the practice
is open to grave objections. The danger of injury to health
is considerable. Among other conditions of theatrical life,
the late hours, the excitement, the over-heated and ill-ven-
tilated atmosphere, and the journey home in weather which
is rarely better than indifferent, are all more likely to hurt
than to favour the growth of young constitutions. Some

vigorous children may not for a time be visibly affected.
Even these, however, and far more their fellows of delicate
physique, must pay some tribute of health if they are made
to live on a system so thoroughly artificial. It is true that
the pantomime season, for which these children are chiefly
in request, is not a very long one, but it is arduous while it
lasts, and it affords ample time and occasion for the sowing
and the growth of the seeds of disease. As with health,
so is it with morality and education. From one cause

,or other both have suffered and do suffer from contact.
with the methods of theatres as they are now carried out.
The tone of a play in itself may be moral enough, and yet,
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it may easily, under the present system, become a cause of
mischief in the minds of its child actors. When, for
example, we find a child of eight or nine, while the rudiments
of character are in their most unstable condition, deprived of
the training of school or of home life, in order that he or she ’,
may for weeks together spend his or her unformed energies
upon the gay excitement of a theatrical season, we must
feel that amusement is being overdone. Emotion is made
to rule, and some impoverishment of the character must
follow. The exposure of these children to the idle com-

panionship of the loungers about places of amusement, or
of street loiterers after the performance is over, is another
evil which should not be forgotten. Whether, indeed, we
view the matter from an ethical or a medical standpoint, it
is evidently ripe for reform, and the recommendation of the
Royal Commission on Elementary Education, that the

Factory Act should be extended to include children em-
ployed in this way, is worthy of consideration. This
extension would have the effect of excluding children under
ten years of age entirely from theatrical work, and would
provide for the education of those between ten and thirteen.

GLYCOSURIA FOLLOWING INTERMITTENT
FEVER.

DR. P. M. GUBAREFF, of the Sebastopol Naval Hospital,
reports an interesting case of diabetes following, and
apparently due to, repeated attacks of malarial fever. I,
When admitted to the hospital, the patient had had for some 
months successive attacks of fever on board ship, having ’,,
been previously to the first attack perfectly well. He
was found to be suffering from general cedema and a slight
affection of the lungs, with great thirst and polyuria; the
quantity of urine passed was 6000 cub. centim. per diem. On
examination it was found to contain albumen, casts, and
more than G per cent. of sugar; the temperature was
normal, or nearly so. There was no rash or prurigo. The
&oelig;dema soon passed away, and then the liver and spleen
were found to be of normal dimensions. The patient
subsequently complained of impairment of vision. Various

drugs were given, with but little effect. The regulation
diet, to@, was ordered, but the quantity of urine and
the sugar passed did not diminish in any great degree.
Dr. Gubareff reports this case as an example of diabetes
due to intermittent fever. 

___

BROCKWELL AGAINST BULLOCK AND ANOTHER.

THE extremely unsatisfactory condition of the law relating
to persons of unsound mind has received a fresh illustra-
tion in the result of proceedings brought by Mr. J. Brock-
well for the recovery of professional fees against a de-
fendant of unsound mind and his committee. To the claim
itself upon its merits no objection was alleged ; it does not
even appear, from what transpired at the appeal from the
decision of the County Court Judge of Brompton, which was
recently heard in the Court of Queen’s Bench, that there
was any objection on the part of the defendants to make the
payment in question ; but it had been held in the Court

below, and the decision was now affirmed in the Divisional
Court, that an order of the Lord Chancellor under the pro-
visions of the Lunacy Regulation Act of 1862 was necessary as
a preliminary to the payment. Mr. Brockwell’s legal advisers
appear to have taken a different view of the law, and
certainly they cannot be blamed for thinking otherwise,
seeing that the two judges in the Divisional Court differed,
and that judgment passed there only upon the withdrawal
of his judgment by the junior judge. It was understood
that the matter would be carried to a higher tribunal, and
it may be hoped that in the end Mr. Brockwell will not only
recover his fees, but also the costs incurred in the very
troublesome proceedings which he has been compelled to

undertake. But, whatever the outcome of this particular
appeal, it is impossible not to feel that in a simple state of
facts, such as existed in this case, a serious difficulty of the
kind that here arose ought to be out of the question. The

protection of the persons and property oflunaticsisamatterof
the highest importance, and we should be exceedingly sorry
to see anything done to relax the vigilance with which the
law watches over their interests. But it is quite possible
to overdo precaution, and with the best possible intentions
to produce more harm than good. This is especially the
case with troublesome and vexatious regulations tending to.
delay the enforcement of an admitted right rather than to
bring efficient scrutiny to bear upon a disputable claim.
Much of the existing lunacy procedure appears to us to be
open to this reproach, and it is to be hoped that the long-
promised legislation for its reform will soon be put in hand.

ALLEGED INJURY FROM VACCINATION.

THE Portsmouth Times, under the heading of "A Painful
Story," gives an account of the prosecution of a man who
refused to have his child vaccinated. The defendant pleaded
that his eldest child had been attacked by syphilis shortly
after vaccination, and that Dr. Ward Cousins who had
continued to treat it as an out-patient of the Royal
Portsmouth Hospital, was of the opinion that it was a.

sad case of impure vaccine having been put into the

system. On this excuse lie was dealt with leniently,
and the story will doubtless serve the purpose of the
anti-vaccinationists for influencing other persons against
vaccination. The facts, however, deserve to be known.

Mr. Kealy, who vaccinated the child, denies the defen-
dant’s statement, and Dr. Ward Cousins writes that
he told the father that there was no evidence that the
child had any specific injury by vaccination. We gather
from the published accounts of the case that there is no,

doubt that the child has had syphilis, that the defendant
was desirous of attributing this to vaccination, and that he
did not hesitate to incorrectly state that this was Dr.
Cousins’ view. Mr. Kealy states, moreover, that he would
not have used this child as a vaccinifer. It is doubtless
one of those cases in which vaccination is accused without
the least reason of being responsible for syphilitic infection.

WHAT IS A "MEDICAMENT"?
THEORETICALLY there ought to be no trouble in arriving

at a satisfactory definition of a "medicament," but practically
the question is found to bristle with difficulties. The matter

lately formed the subject of an interesting prosecution under
a charge of "selling patent medicines without the necessary
Inland Revenue stamp." The conclusion arrived at appeared
to indicate a belief that a medicine was a substance having
relation to existing disease only; in fact, the magistrate
remarked that preventing a disease was different from

curing one. On this ruling, quinine, if it happened to be a,
patent medicine, would be liable to be branded with the
Inland Revenue stamp, according to the mode of its em-
ployment. When used as a prophylactic by those about
to travel in malarial districts it would be free from

stigma, but if employed to cure the slightest attack of
ague it would have to be sold under totally different condi-
tions. Indeed, it would seem that numberless substances
could claim exemption if judged by this standard. Thus
all the nostrums employed for sea-sickness might be
labelled for "prevention" instead of "cure," and so.

be free from the tax. It was definitely stated that a,

substance used to beautify the gums and prevent toothache
was exempt, while a tincture for curing toothache came
under the word "medicament." We have frequently drawn
attention to the absurdities of the Inland Revenue stamp,
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and to the misleading influence it exerts among uneducated
classes in passing as a guarantee of excellence rather than
as a paltry plea for increasing the revenue. It is well
known that many substances sold under cover of the stamp
contain large quantities of opium and other powerful drugs,
and are responsible for many fatalities which call forth
severe remarks from coroners. The sale of poisons should
certainly be surrounded by restrictions which shall ensure
the public safety, but the Act under which this prosecution
was instituted practically permits the sale of anything as a
drug so long as duty has been paid upon it. To prove

liability definitions have to be agreed upon, and this

necessity led to the grave contention that a corn solvent
was not contemplated by the Act of George II., because
a " corn was not an ailment of the body."

COLD AND DISEASE.

DR. H. B. BAKER, of Lansing, Michigan, continues to
pursue his inquiries respecting the inter-relation of atmo-
spheric conditions and disease. His previous writings dis-
cussed pneumonia; his more recent papers deal with diph-
theria, small-pox, and scarlet fever, in which he gives
"statistics" to show that these infectious diseases prevail
most in the cold seasons of the year, and decrease as the ’i

atmosphere becomes warm and moist. His explanation of
this is not so much that in cold weather there is more

overcrowding, less ventilation, and a generally lowered
vitality and inability to resist the inroad of infection, as
that in these cold periods there is a great tendency to

catarrhal inflammation of the respiratory tract&mdash;influenza,
bronchitis, and tonsillitis prevailing. As the infectious
diseases named are believed to be transmissible through the
air, he thinks that such a condition of "greater suscepti-
bility " of the respiratory tract lays the organism open to
infection. As with pneumonia, so with the catarrhal affec-
tions, the retention of non-volatile salts in the mucous

lining of the air passages, which occurs in proportion as the
air is dry and cold, is, lie believes, the vera cuusa of such
forms of inflammation. 

____

SMALL-POX IN ITALY.

THOSE of our compatriots who contemplate a winter
sojourn in Southern Italy should be warned that small-

pox-which, early in June last, we reported as pre-
vailing epidemically in the Salernitan district&mdash;has con-
tinued to spread, till now Sicily is suffering severely
from the visitation. The whole island is in alarm
at the virulence and extent of the outbreak, and town
councils and Government emissaries are working with
zeal to repress its ravages. In Barcellona, a city of more
than 20,000 inhabitants, not far from Messina, the cases

exceed twenty per day, and these are generally of the
confluent kind. From Catania and Messina itself a loud

appeal has been addressed to the Home Office to take the
steps which were adopted nine months ago after the cholera
explosion, and despatch a commission to the infected dis-
tricts provided with the means not only of tracing the out-
break to its source, but of relieving the wretched and panic-
stricken inhabitants. It is necessary to live in Southern

Italy to realise the poverty of resource betrayed even by
the larger towns in face of a sudden visitation of disease ;
and the helplessness of the Neapolitan and Sicilian munici-
palities during the late cholera epidemics is hardy creditable
to a Government which has so justly superseded the Bourbon
r&eacute;gine. The ignorance and superstition of the population
are still astonishing to our British minds, and vaccination,
like the elementary truths of hygiene as to food and water
supply, is resented by those whom it fain would reach as a
device of the Evil One. In the province of Sassari, in the
island of Sardinia, where small-pox has for weeks past

been exceptionally severe, the sanitary authorities have
been menaced by an infuriated populace for proposing
a general vaccination or revaccination of young and
old. The medical men and the mayor were declared to
be public enemies, and only the philanthropic spirit of
a septuagenarian parish priest, who had himself revaccinated
coram populo, restrained them from carrying vindictiveness
to violence, and induced them to submit to the prophylactic
operation. Making every allowance for the difficulties the
Italian Government is confronted with, we should certainly
feel more confidence in its capacity if the hygienic reforms
which have been so long before Parliament received a little
more of the attention which is their due. Meanwhile, as
we have said more than once, Italy must not be surprised
to see the current of tourist travel deflected to other shores,
which make up for their inferior beauty by a stricter
observance of the duties and the decencies of life.

FOOD ADULTERATION IN BELGIUM.

M. CHARLES PUTTEMANS has recently published an inter-
esting account of the adulteration of food and the measures
adopted to check it in the community of Schaerbeek

(Brussels). The police, who specially watch those retail
dealers who sell their merchandise at prices below those
generally quoted for the article concerned, procure the

samples of food, hand half over to the analyst, and retain
the other half for the disposal of the court of justice, in case
proceedings should follow. This method of procedure dates
from 1872, but it needs to be elaborated, as has already
been the case in Brussels and in Ixelles. In these communities

every person who has bought any article of consumption
of which the purity appears doubtful can submit it without
expense to the otlicial analyst. This advantage has now
been afforded to the inhabitants of Brussels for about ten

years, and M. Puttemans reports that the public makes a
discreet use of the privilege, it frequently happening that
suspicions of fraud are confirmed by analysis. The number
of examinations made has varied considerably during the
time which has elapsed since the first appointment of the
analyst, and it is curious to observe that the number has
always been in proportion to the salary allowed by the com-
munity. Thus in 1872, when the salary amounted to live
hundred francs, 48 examinations were made, while when it
was increased to twelve hundred francs per annum the
average number rose to 130 per year. In all, 1929 samples
have been examined, of which 232 proved to be adulterated,
and 65 samples of water were condemned as unfit for drink-
ing purposes. -

TREATMENT OF RHEUMATIC TETANUS.

Dn. ARNSTEIN of Ratibor mentions in the current

number of the Therapeutische Monatschrift a case of
rheumatic tetanus occurring in a boy seven years old, who
three days after getting wet through suffered from fever
and rigidity of several groups of muscles. During the first
fortnight the temperature varied from 38.5&deg; to 39.0&deg; C.,
and tetanic contractions of the maxillary muscles and also
of those of the abdomen and back occurred. Chloral and

morphia were given frequently and in large doses, but in
spite of this the patient’s sleep was very restless and (lis-
turbed by numerous attacks of muscular spasm. During
the second week an infusion of hyoscyamus, belladonna, 
and conium, as recommended by Dr. Meldon of Dublin, was
given, and immediately produced a marked effect, the attacks
becoming less frequent and less severe. At the beginning
of the third week the child contracted scarlet fever from
his sisters; but this did not interfere with the improvement
in the tetanic condition. He was convalescent in about six

weeks.
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NEW OPERATING THEATRE AT THE DUNEDIN
HOSPITAL.

AN operating theatre has recently been erected in con-
nexion with the hospital at Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand,
which i3 remarkable for its completeness. The estimated
cost amounts to jE1589. This building comprises the operating
room, which is 30ft. long, 24ft. wide, and 24ft. in height;
a room for the administration of an&aelig;sthetics ; another for

the medical staff; a students’ room, with a separate entrance
and staircase; the whole connected by means of a long cor-
ridor with the hospital. The floors are raised three feet
above the ground level, and the surface beneath is asphalted.
All the rooms, including the corridor, are plastered with
cement and lighted with gas. The gallery of the operating
room will accommodate about fifty students. The floor is
laid with linoleum, and lead has been nailed on to the floors
beneath the seats to ensure absence of noise from the boots
of the students. There are special cases for the instru-
ments, dressings, and antiseptics. Great attention has
been paid to warming and ventilation. The space under the
students’ gallery has been utilised. The warming apparatus
here placed is fed with fresh air from the air pipes, which are
built up with the walls, and the temperature of the room
can be regulated to any degree of warmth required. The
windows can also be used for the admission of air. Further

arrangements are made by the erection of an exhaust ven-
tilator in the roof, and two air-tight flues built in the par-
tition walls and carried up alongside the smoke flues. The

disposition of light is excellent, and the arrangements for
the supply of water &c. are all that can be desired. A full

description of the theatre, and of the speeches delivered at
the ceremony of opening it, may be read in the Otago Daily
Taues of August 22nd. The school attached to this hospital,
which was commenced in 1875, amounts to forty students who
are receiving instruction. With regard to the hospital, the
lying-in ward has been abolished on account of several out-
breaks of puerperal fever, and it has been considered safer
for these patients to be treated at their own homes. A
children’s ward has been established. One of the speakers,
who objected to this, said that 11 in all hospitals in the old
country children were treated in the female wards," and
apparently regarded the opening of the ward as the
establishment of a specialty. This statement is inaccurate ;
St. Thomas’s Hospital, for instance, has a ward for children
containing thirty beds. These are attended by the general
staff, and it has been found much better for the adults that
the children should be treated in another ward; the frequent
crying of sick children, or perhaps the sharp cry of a child
suffering from joint disease, or the wails of one sutiering from
meningitis, although not sufficient to do more than awaken
other children for a short time, will suffice to cause a

sensitive patient a sleepless night.

THE ERADICATION OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS.

AT a meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary
Medical Society at Edinburgh on Oct. 24th, a paper was
read by Mr. Storrie, of East Linton, on the " Measures to be
adopted for the Eradication of Tuberculosis." He said that
the credit of taking the initiative in making inquiries and
holding a congress of veterinarians and medical men upon
the subject belongs to France, and it would be a good thing
if a similar gathering could be held in this country. He

gave an account of an outbreak which came under his notice
some three years ago in a herd principally composed of
pedigree shorthorns, showing how the disease was com-
municated ; and he alluded to the transmission of the
disease to man by ingestion of the flesh and milk from
tubercular animals. The measures suggested by him were
the inclusion of the disease in the Contagious Diseases

(Animals) Act, so as to provide for the slaughter of
affected animals and the total destruction of the carcase,
for the compensation of owners, and for thorough disinfec-
tion of the byres. He stated how these measures could be
carried out, urging that for one year the amount of com-
pensation should be full meat or dairy value, no exception
being taken to pedigree stock. It might afterwards be
reduced to three-fourths value. He advocated branding and
registering of herds, so that "a primary" brand would
indicate that the animal could not be removed or sold

except for slaughter, and a "secondary" brand would signify
that the animal was under restriction for a time, and that
it had been in contact wth a tubercular animal. A regular
system of inspection of dairies would be necessary. In the
discussion that followed, Principal Williams remarked that
the disease was spreading in the most alarming degree;
for one case thirty years ago they had a hundred now.
Mr. Rutherford stated that all outbreaks in milk or prize
stock could be traced back to tubercular sires or dams.
The subject will be resumed at the annual meeting.

HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS IN LYONS.

DR. VICTOR AUGAGNEUR complains, in La Province

M&eacute;dicale, of the careless manner in which the Administration
des Hospices manage affairs at Lyons. Just lately there
has been a concours d’externat, and, according to the law,
only those students who have taken out four inscriptions
with the intention of becoming M.D.’s are admissible to
compete. The Administration, however, have admitted to
the competition students of an inferior grade, who, being
unable to pass the preliminary examination in arts for the
doctorate, have had to content themselves with studying
for the licence to practise as officers of health. The
Administration announce that they have done this "in
the exercise of their rights and for the greater good of the
patients." The professorial staff of the hospitals were not
consulted on the matter, and they naturally feel somewhat
indignant at this exercise of official power, tending as it
does to lower the standard of medical studies. Their aim
has been to raise the standard of medical education, and
on this account they are anxious to discourage students
from taking the licence as officers of health by retaining all
the hospital appointments for the better-educated students.

BUILDING LEASES AND PUBLIC HEALTH.

AT the last meeting of the newly named Association of
Public Sanitary Inspectors of Great Britain, an interesting
paper was read by Mr. Hugh Alexander, the chairman of
Council, which related mainly to the influence which the
system of building leases had upon public health. He held
that this system led to the use of land for the erection of
dwelling accommodation in a way that was distinctly
inimical to health and injurious to the occupier. Leases
were renewed under grinding conditions which tended to the
impoverishment of the people, to insanitary buildings, over-
crowding, and excessive rents. Indeed, the main conditions
often considered were, first, how many houses could be
packed on a given site, and, next, how cheaply the dwellings
could be erected. Mr. Alexander reminded his audience
that the Commission on the Housing of the Working Classes
had practically reported in a sense which should carry with
it the entire abolition of the leasehold system as regards
house property, and he urged that pressure should be brought
to bear upon the Government in this sense. Amongst other
points referred to was a strong condemnation of the system of
building houses back to back, and reference was also made
to the extremely insufficient supervision and control to which
the erection of dwellings in the metropolis was subjected.
A subsequent speaker, referring to the chairman’s view
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that the enfranchisement of leaseholds would lessen the

existing evil, declined altogether to be tied to that view,’
and expressed a hope that the day was not far distant when
there would be nothing like leaseholds. It is impossible for
those who have made themselves acquainted with the
influence of the leasehold system in some parts of the
metropolis not to concur very largely with the views of the
sanitary inspectors, who have so wide an opportunity of
forming a sound judgment on the question; and it is certain
that, unless those who possess the land learn that a definite
responsibility attaches to the possession of this form of pro-
perty, changes which some may deprecate may take place
sooner than is generally expected.

THE BOLOGNA CONGRESS OF HYDROLOGY.

OF the five Congresses held this year in Bologna (writes a
holiday contributor), that of Hydrology and Climatology
just closed has been the most successful. To this result the

hydrological exposition in connexion with the Congress
contributed effectively, all the great mineral watering-
places and bathing establishments throughout the peninsula,
from Telese to Andorno, being represented in it by their
characteristic resources and appliances; while not less
conducive to its success was the very large attendance of
experts in hydrology and climatology, hardly a physician
of note in either department having been absent. Professor
Vinai presided, and also took an active part in the dis-
cussions, particularly in that on the " gradually cooled
bath." In the programme of proceedings, few subjects
were more thorougly debated than that of "Legislazione
Balnearia," with a view to invoking Government aid for
the greater efficacy and the wider diffusion of hydro-thera-
peutics. To this end a series of resolutions was framed,
approved, and forwarded in the name of the Congress to
the Ministers of the Interior and of Public Instruction, with
the result, it is hoped, of receiving legislative sanction and
support on the reassembling of Parliament. The oflicial

report of the discussions will prove highly interesting to
those of the profession who wish to extend their knowledge
of the mineral water and bathing resources of Europe;
while its perusal may tempt them to assist in person at the
next Congress, which will be held in Naples in 1890, under
the highly efficient presidency of Professor Vinai. The

sittings just closed at Bologna were enlivened by the
distribution of prizes to the best expositors, including
honorary diplomas and certificates of merit to the chief

hydro-therapeutic establishments-Telese (in the Neapolitan
territory), with its magnificent resources in sulphur waters,
bearing the palm. Excursions, too, formed a most enjoy-
able feature in the programme-the noble establishments of
Riolo (directed by the Cavaliere Magnani) and of Porretta
(under Professor Rovaglia) hospitably entertaining the
members of the Congress, after a visit to their mineral
sources and an inspection of their wards and grounds.

A RURAL WATER SUPPLY.
THE Penzance Rural Sanitary Authority have recently

had under their consideration the propriety of using for
drinking purposes the w ater of a public well situated some
five or six feet from, and three or four feet below, the wall
of a churchyard. Chemical analysis has not shown suflicient
pollution to lead the local authority to interfere, but we
have been taught on good authority that even dangerous
pollution may occur without chemistry giving evidence of
the unwholesomeness of the water. The well is believed
to be supplied by a spring which always gives abundance of
water, but the situation of the well must necessarily expose
it to the risk of contamination from the surrounding neigh-
bourhood. Under these circumstances it might have been

thought that the local authority would have sought some
better supply to the district than the one in question, but
the absence of evidence of injury has led them to conclude
that there is no ground for their interference. The proposal
to protect the well from surface pollution, by providing
it with a cover, is surely a very inadequate safeguard against
future risk.

THE NATURE OF "MELON SEED" OR
"RIZIFORM" BODIES.

BY availing himself of the selective stain (Gram’s method,
with substitution of aniline for alcohol) for flbrin and allied
products, introduced last year by Weigert, Dr. Karl
Sclmchardt ( ITinchoiv’s drchit, Bd. cxiv., Hft. 1) has satisfied
himself that the riziform bodies found in synovial sheaths,
burstr, and joints are not composed of ordinary fibrin, and
cannot be considered in any case to be produced by coagula-
tion of the fluid contents of the sac or joint. They are
rather products of coagulation necrosis of the internal wall
of the sheath or sac, whilst the reagent above mentioned
brings into view a meshwork of fibrinoid material in parts
of the amorphous non-cellular mass that has been set free
from the diseased sheath wall. He illustrates this in two
cases: one of tubercular disease of a tendon sheath, and
another of tubercular synovitis, in which such structureless
" loose bodies were met with. He does not think that
the villous and warty growths found within some hygromas
are the main cause of the free riziform bodies often associated
with this condition; for even where such villous outgrowth
is present, it may bear no relation to the free bodies, and
the rapidity with which these bodies sometimes re-form after
the sac has been evacuated tells against their passing
through a stage of villous excrescence. Indeed, he has
found the wall of a ganglion largely composed of agglu-
tinated and flattened half-formed riziform bodies. The size
and form of these bodies are doubtless mainly determined by
the movements to which they are subjected, so that when
mobility of the parts is slight they form less readily
than wlicn it is free and marked.

THE FACTORY ACTS AND CERTIFYING
SURGEONS.

A roiXT of much interest to factory surgeons has recently
been raised by Mr. McLaren, M.P., who objects to a

medical man liolding the appointment of certifying surgeon
because he is in the employment of, and receives reinuiiera-
tion from, the occupier of a factory. Mr. McLaren holds
that a surgeon thus placed is disqualified for acting as
certifying surgeon by Section 72 of the Act of 1878, which
provides that " a surgeon who is the occupier of a factory or
workshop, or is directly or indirectly interested therein, or
in any process or business carried on therein, shall not
be a certifying surgeon for that factory or workshop";
and lie argues that the words "indirectly inteiested
therein " cover the employment of a medical man in this
manner. Mr. Redgrave, whose opinion is of the greatest
value, has come to an opposite conclusion, and has further
obtained a high legal opinion on this point, which is in
accordance with his own. This decision is not disputed by
Mr. McLaren, but he adheres to his view that it is contrary
to the spirit of the Act to allow a medical man engaged in
or about a factory or workshop to act as an inspector. If
he were able to quote a single instance in which the in-

. 

terests of the workpeople were prejudiced by a medical man
acting in this double capacity, there would be some reason
for him to raise the question. but he has failed to adduce

, 
the least evidence that existing arrangements have not

i worked well, and, in reference to the particular case to which
he has directed attention, he disclaims any retlection on the

. personal character or professional ability of the medical
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man concerned. Mr. Redgrave says that if a medical

practitioner thus employed, or who acts as private medical
attendant of one or more of the occupiers of factories, is not
permitted to be an inspector, lie does not know where he
should turn to find certifying surgeons, and in the whole
course of his experience he has never known an instance of
undue influence arising from a medical man acting in this
double capacity. 

-

DIPHTHERIA IN THE EAST OF LONDON.

AT an inquest held last Saturday, evidence was given before
the coroner for the Eastern Division of Middlesex both as to
the existence of diphtheria under circumstances of a disgrace-
ful character from a sanitary point of view and as to the epi-
demic nature of the disease. The district in question is within
the area of Walthamstow, and, according to the evidence,
the houses affected were drained into cesspools, one of

which was common to several houses, and which were the
source of intolerable nuisance and offensiveness. One of
the house physicians to the London Hospital also informed
the coroner that diphtheria was so much on the increase in
the east of London, and especially about Hackney, that it
had been found necessary to restrict admission to hospital
to the worst cases. This evidence gives force to a caution
which we have more than once called attention to recently-
namely, that diphtheria, which heretofore has been a disease
<Of country rather than town districts, appears to be finding
a soil suitable for its development and spread in many of
our large urban districts; and, whatever view may be held
as to its causation, it certainly behoves urban sanitary
authorities to take all steps in their power to stay the
progress of this disease, which tends to cling so tenaciously
and so fatally wherever it settles down. The removal of

ordinary nuisances and the provision of wholesome means
of living must be regarded as having some influence, and
probably a very important one, on the prevention of diph-
theria ; and hence all authorities having within their juris-
diction conditions similar to those with which the disease
has been associated in Walthamstow should see to their
abatement and removal. 

___

COPYRIGHT IN LECTURES.

WE learn from the Medical Ncws (Philadelphia) foi
Oct. 27th that the question whether a lecturer has alone
the rights of publication of his lectures again came before
the Law Courts. It was the suit of Dr. T. G. Wormley,
Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology in the medical de-
partment of the University of Pennsylvania, against W. B.
Saunders, a publisher, to restrain the latter against pub-
lishing and selling books on general and medical chemistry,
made up of condensations from lectures delivered by the
complainant. It was admitted that a deliverer of oral
lectures has legally the right of property in them; but it was
argued that Dr. Wormley had abandoned this right by per-
mitting the defendant to publish the lectures without

protest. But there was no evidence that Dr. Wormley
knew of the publication, and judgment was given in his
favour, the preliminary injunction which was granted,
restraining the publication and sale, being continued in
force. 

___

OPERATION FOR A NEW BLADDER.

PROFESSOR TIzzONI and Dr. POGGI of Bologna have
devised and carried out an extremely ingenious operation
for the purpose of "restoring" the bladder in cases where
it is partially destroyed by disease. The object of the
operative procedure is to replace the bladder by means
of a substitute, that substitute being a portion of intes-
tine. The operation (onal1 animal) was performed in two
stages, an interval of about a month elap:;ing between them.

The first part of the operation consisted in the cutting out
of a portion of the intestine, the two ends from which it was
taken being immediately sutured; the mesentery was left
attached to the excised portion. The ends of this portion
were then closed so as to form a sac; one end was then

brought down and fixed to the neck of the bladder. The
second portion of the operation consisted in separating the
ureters from the bladder, excising the latter organ, suturing
the intestinal sac in the position of the bladder, and grafting
the ureters on to its posterior wall. For a few days there
was incontinence of urine, but after about a fortnight the
sphincter regained its power and the animal recovered com-
pletely. In consequence, however, of the small size of the
new bladder, micturition was necessarily very frequent.
Professor Tizzoni and Dr. Poggi propose to repeat this

operation on another animal, taking care to excise a larger
portion of intestine, so as to imitate more nearly the normal
capacity of the bladder. 

-

AN IMMENSE DUODENAL ULCER.

DRS. IvAR SVENSSON and C. WALLIS report the following
interesting case of "Duodenal ulcer, causing complete
obliteration of the common bile duct, the hepatic duct, the
cystic duct, and the canal of Wirsung." The patient was a
man of forty-three, who had been taken ill ten months

previously with symptoms which indicated a complete
obstruction of the flow of bile into the duodenum. He
had lost strength and flesh to such an extent that it was
thought advisable to re-establish the flow by an operation.
Accordingly a communication was made between the base
of the distended gall bladder and the small intestine. The

patient died a few days after the operation. At the necropsy
an ulcer was found in the duodenum, exactly in the position
of the common bile duct and the canal of Wirsung, the
hard fibrous tissue which formed its base having
obliterated these channels. The inflammatory material
had extended so far that the cystic duct was altogether
closed. The hepatic duct, the canal of Wirsung, and the
gall bladder were all very much distended. The necropsy
also showed that the end for which the operation had been
performed had not been attained.

DISEASES OF CHILDREN.

THERE are two or three points of great practical moment
in the able address of Dr. Dickinson which we published
last week. One is that infants and young children, whose
brain doubles itself in weight in the first two years of life,
are more liable to non-tubercular meningitis than used to
be thought. We all know, of course, the frequency of
tubercular meningitis, but we are not so much on our guard
against meningitis apart from tubercle. The second point
we would notice is the greater liability of children suffer-
ing from acute rheumatism to have the heart affected, and
the benefit of early and free use of alkalies in saving the
heart. The third is the tolerance of belladonna in children,
illustrated in a case mentioned by Dr. Dickinson, in which
Dr. Fuller gave a girl ten years of age daily seventy grains
of an extract of belladonna, a grain and a half of which acted
unpleasantly on Dr. Dickinson himself.

PHYSIOLOGY OF URANIUM SALTS.

EXPERIMENTS recently made by Dr. R. H. Chittenden
attest the harmfulness of uranium salts to healthy tissues.
Uranium is an irritant poison tending to destroy the life of
the intestinal and renal tissues; enteritis or acute catarrhal
inflammation was easily induced by the administration of
small doses of the salts of uranium. In toxic doses it causes
absolute anuria; in smaller doses, merely acute parenchy-
matous nephritis; in minute doses it has a diuretic effect.

! Oxalate of lime crystals’in the urine and glycosuria were
constantly noted in cases of poisoning by uranium.
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FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

]3erlin. -Anew additional Anatomical Institute is to be
erected.

G’MMCK-.&mdash;ProfessorOverbeckof Greifswaldhaving declined
the offer of the chair of Physics in succession to Pro-

feesor Rintigen, Professor Himstedt of Darmstadt has been
appointed.
Vienna.-A Dental Medical School is to be established

here, and probably something in the same direction will be
attempted in other Austrian universities.

FROM the report on the condition of the Metropolitan
water supply during the month of September last, issued by
the water examiner appointed under the Metropolis Water
Act, 1841, it appears that the samples were of high quality,
a manifest reduction in the organic matter being apparent.
Of 175 samples examined during the month, 165 were found
to be absolutely free from any trace of visible suspended
matter. 

___

THE General Council of the University of Edinburgh
have petitioned the various medical charities in Edinburgh
to alter their rules so that the degree of M.D. of Edinburgh
.Tniversity should be held to be a sufficient qualification for
appointment as physician. The petitioners would strengthen
their case by including the similar degrees of other uni-
versities. Those who wish to reform should not draw the
line at their own door. 

___

AT the next meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society,
which will be held on the 14th inst. at 8 P.M., a communi-
cation from the Research Laboratory on the " Chemistry of
Tartar Emetic" and a paper on the "Ancient Materia Medica
of the Egyptians" will be read.

THE Aberdeen University Club is to have its usual dinner
on Wednesday, Nov. 21st, at half-past seven, and the chair
is to be filled by the Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, M.A., M.P.,
the Rector of the University.

IT is, we regret to learn, reported that Prof. Bamberger,
of the University of Vienna, has been taken dangerously ill.

Pharmacology and Therapeutics.
GLYCERINE SUPPOSITORIES (WYLEYS AND CO.). z.

GLYCERINE SUPPOSITORIES are amongst the most useful
and convenient of recent additions to the materia mediea.
They contain about 5 per cent. of glycerine in the gelatinous
basis, and are made in two sizes, so as to be available for
children and adults.

COLMAN’S SINAPISMS.
These are an improved form of mustard plasters manu-

factured from pure mustard. They are claimed to be
prompt and efficacious in their action, and cleanly in use,
soiling neither skin nor linen. They are said to retain their
strength for any length of time, and do not adhere to the
skin. The specimens sent for our use answered the above
claims as far as we were able to test them.

"TABLOIDS" OF COMPRESSED WARBURG’S TINCTURE.

Trial specimens of tabloids containing the essential

ingredients of Warburg’s tincture have been submitted by
Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcome, and Co. These tabloids

may be carried about in any quantity, since, unlike the fluid
preparation, their bulk is not large. It is believed that

missionaries and those living in malarial climates will find
these tabloids of much service and convenience. Each
tabloid is equivalent to half a drachm of the tincture. They
are composed of genuine quinine and strong spices.

SALOL.

The compressed tabloids of salol manufactured by the
same firm are also very convenient in size, each containing
five grains. We have prescribed them in cases of acute
febrile rheumatism, and with the customary effects of

salicylates. The odour arising from the tabloids and from
patients taking them is decidedly agreeable to the olfac.

tory organs of most people.
ESERIDINE.

Eseridine is probably a new alkaloid obtained from
pbysostigmine and Calabar bean. According to the Pha1’1na.
ceutical journal, it has an irritant effect on the spinal ecrd,
but is not cumulative in its action. It is much less toxic
than physostigmine.

PICP,OjDO-NIDIN’.

The true active principle of adonis vernalis, according to
Professor Podwissotzky, is picroadonidin, which is an amor.
phous glucoside having an excessively bitter taste. It is

easily soluble in water, alcohol, and ether, and acts as a
powerful cardiac poison.

ASELLIXE AND MOREHUINE.

MM. Gautier and Mourgives detected many leucomaine!
in certain specimens of cod-liver oil. Butylamine, amy.
lamine, liexylainine, andhydrodimethyl-pyridinearevolatile;
aselline and morrhuine are fixed bases. Aselline forms
crystalline salts, but is itself a nearly colourless amorphous
substance which turns green if exposed to light; it has an
aromatic odour like ptomaines; it is freely soluble in
alcohol. It caused stupor and dyspnoea, with muscular
weakness, when injected under the skin of birds. Morrhuine
constitutes two-thirds of the total bases found in cod-liver
oil, each tablespoonful of the oil yielding about two milli.
grammes. It excites appetite and causes diuresis and
diaphoresis. Perhaps morrlmine is the most active thera.
peutical agent in cod-liver oil. We certainly should lose no
time in ascertaining whether this substance cannot be used
in a pure form.

THE ITALIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

(From our own Correspondent.)
- 

Rome, Oct. 26th.
POSTPONED for a week on account of the Emperor

William’s visit to King Humbert, this Association has just
concluded the sittings of its first meeting with a record of
satisfactory performance and an indication of still more

satisfactory promise. It was, indeed, a significant proof oi
what a united Italy implies to see those 350 clinicians and
consultants from all parts of the peninsula assemble for
the first time in solemn conclave to discuss questions of
medical interest in the Great Hall of the University of
Rome. Professor Guido Baccelli presided, and as the eye
ranged over the successive files of benches one recognised
among their occupants the men of light and leading in the
Italian medicine and surgery of to-day. The attendance
from the southern provinces was especially large-always a
hopeful sign at such meetings, when one considers the com-
parative backwardness of those regions in the race in which
their compeers of Central and Northern Italy have so
frequently borne away the palm.

Professor Baccelli’s introductory discourse was eminently
practical. Placing in bold relief the eclecticism which 

Bcharacterises modern Italian medicine, he proceeded to show
that progress in the same is achieved through a wise discern-
ment of what the three main sources of the science or art
can yield. These are (1) bacteriology, which enlightens us ,

as to the protogenesis of diseases ; (2) therapeutics, which
replaces the do-nothing system (nihilismo) of late years by
the appreciation of the new remedies which are each day on
the increase; and (3) neuropathy, which by its discoveries in


